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(B) supporting multiple sclerosis research 

and education programs; 
(6) recognizes all individuals in the United 

States living with multiple sclerosis; 
(7) expresses gratitude to the family mem-

bers and friends of individuals living with 
multiple sclerosis, who are a source of love 
and encouragement to those individuals; and 

(8) salutes the health care professionals 
and medical researchers who— 

(A) provide assistance to individuals af-
fected by multiple sclerosis; and 

(B) continue to work to find ways to stop 
the progression of the disease, restore nerve 
function, and end multiple sclerosis forever. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3448. Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 524, to 
authorize the Attorney General to award 
grants to address the national epidemics of 
prescription opioid abuse and heroin use; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3448. Mr. CARDIN (for himself 
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 524, to authorize the At-
torney General to award grants to ad-
dress the national epidemics of pre-
scription opioid abuse and heroin use; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 39, line 5, strike ‘‘opioids.’’ and in-
sert ‘‘opioids. Such activities may include 
supporting the availability of medication as-
sisted treatment and other clinically appro-
priate services provided by treatment cen-
ters that operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, to provide immediate access to behav-
ioral health treatment.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 8, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in room SR– 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a Subcommittee hearing 
entitled ‘‘The State of the U.S. Mari-
time Industry: The Federal Role.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 8, 
2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘State De-
partment Reauthorization: An Oppor-
tunity to Strengthen and Streamline 
U.S. Diplomacy.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 8, 2016, at 10 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘The Homeland Se-
curity Department’s Budget Submis-
sion for Fiscal Year 2017.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SH–219 of the Hart Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 8, 2016, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that privileges of 
the floor be granted to a member of my 
staff, Lauren Arias. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DEVELOPING A STRATEGY TO OB-
TAIN OBSERVER STATUS FOR 
TAIWAN IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL POLICE ORGANIZA-
TION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 358, S. 2426. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2426) to direct the Secretary of 

State to develop a strategy to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the International 
Criminal Police Organization, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
be read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2426) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 2426 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PARTICIPATION OF TAIWAN IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL POLICE 
ORGANIZATION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Safety, security and peace is important 
to every citizen of the world, and shared in-
formation ensuring wide assistance among 
police authorities of nations for expeditious 
dissemination of information regarding 
criminal activities greatly assists in these 
efforts. 

(2) Direct and unobstructed participation 
in the International Criminal Police Organi-
zation (INTERPOL) is beneficial for all na-
tions and their police authorities. Inter-
nationally shared information with author-
ized police authorities is vital to peace-
keeping efforts. 

(3) With a history dating back to 1914, the 
role of INTERPOL is defined in its constitu-
tion: ‘‘To ensure and promote the widest pos-
sible mutual assistance between all criminal 
police authorities within the limits of the 
laws existing in the different countries and 
in the spirit of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.’’. 

(4) Ongoing international threats, includ-
ing international networks of terrorism, 
show the ongoing necessity to be ever inclu-
sive of nations willing to work together to 
combat criminal activity. The ability of po-
lice authorities to coordinate, preempt, and 
act swiftly and in unison is an essential ele-
ment of crisis prevention and response. 

(5) Taiwan maintained full membership in 
INTERPOL starting in 1964 through its Na-
tional Police Administration but was ejected 
in 1984 when the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) applied for membership. 

(6) Nonmembership prevents Taiwan from 
gaining access to INTERPOL’s I–24/7 global 
police communications system, which pro-
vides real-time information on criminals and 
global criminal activities. Taiwan is rel-
egated to second-hand information from 
friendly nations, including the United 
States. 

(7) Taiwan is unable to swiftly share infor-
mation on criminals and suspicious activity 
with the international community, leaving a 
huge void in the global crime-fighting efforts 
and leaving the entire world at risk. 

(8) The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan 
Policy Review, declared its intention to sup-
port Taiwan’s participation in appropriate 
international organizations and has consist-
ently reiterated that support. 

(9) Following the enactment of Public Law 
108–235, a law authorizing the Secretary of 
State to initiate and implement a plan to en-
dorse and obtain observer status for Taiwan 
at the annual summit of the World Health 
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Assembly and subsequent advocacy by the 
United States, Taiwan was granted observer 
status to the World Health Assembly for six 
consecutive years since 2009. Both prior to 
and in its capacity as an observer, Taiwan 
has contributed significantly to the inter-
national community’s collective efforts in 
pandemic control, monitoring, early warn-
ing, and other related matters. 

(10) INTERPOL’s constitution allows for 
observers at its meetings by ‘‘police bodies 
which are not members of the Organization’’. 

(b) TAIWAN’S PARTICIPATION IN 
INTERPOL.—The Secretary of State shall— 

(1) develop a strategy to obtain observer 
status for Taiwan in INTERPOL and at other 
related meetings, activities, and mechanisms 
thereafter; and 

(2) instruct INTERPOL Washington to offi-
cially request observer status for Taiwan in 
INTERPOL and to actively urge INTERPOL 
member states to support such observer sta-
tus and participation for Taiwan. 

(c) REPORT CONCERNING OBSERVER STATUS 
FOR TAIWAN IN INTERPOL.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall transmit to 
Congress a report, in unclassified form, de-
scribing the United States strategy to en-
dorse and obtain observer status for Taiwan 
in appropriate international organizations, 
including INTERPOL, and at other related 
meetings, activities, and mechanisms there-
after. The report shall include the following: 

(1) A description of the efforts the Sec-
retary has made to encourage member states 
to promote Taiwan’s bid to obtain observer 
status in appropriate international organiza-
tions, including INTERPOL. 

(2) A description of the actions the Sec-
retary will take to endorse and obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in appropriate 
international organizations, including 
INTERPOL, and at other related meetings, 
activities, and mechanisms thereafter. 

f 

COMPETITIVE SERVICE ACT OF 
2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate a message to accompany S. 1580. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
1580) entitled ‘‘An Act to allow additional ap-
pointing authorities to select individuals 
from competitive service certificates,’’ do 
pass with amendment. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate concur in the House amendment to 
S. 1580 and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EDWARD ‘‘TED’’ KAUFMAN AND 
MICHAEL LEAVITT PRESI-
DENTIAL TRANSITIONS IM-
PROVEMENTS ACT OF 2015 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate a message to accompany S. 1172. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
1172) entitled ‘‘An Act to improve the process 
of presidential transition,’’ do pass with an 
amendment. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate concur in the House amendment to 
S. 1172 and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MAKING CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL CHAR-
TER OF THE DISABLED AMER-
ICAN VETERANS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 1755 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1755) to amend title 36, United 

States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the congressional charter of the Disabled 
American Veterans. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
be read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1755) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORIC 
ACHIEVEMENT OF ASTRONAUT 
SCOTT JOSEPH KELLY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. Res. 385 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 385) recognizing the 

historic achievement of astronaut Scott Jo-
seph Kelly of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration as the first person of 
the United States to complete a continuous 
1-year mission in space. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 385) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of March 3, 2016, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

AUTHORIZING USE OF 
EMANCIPATION HALL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of H. 
Con. Res. 113, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 113) 

authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known 
as the ‘‘Borinqueneers.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 113) was agreed to. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF MULTIPLE SCLE-
ROSIS AWARENESS WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 393, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 393) supporting the 

goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 393) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
9, 2016 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
March 9; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business for 1 hour, 
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